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OLD BEDLAM
Fort Learamie, Wyoming -
wyo 1
CUSTODIAW
National Park Service

DATE OF ERLCTION
1849

BUTLDER
Engineer Depts, Us 5. Army

PRESERT COMDITION
The building is in peor condition, the structural sheil remalnlng

mainly - with front porch partiglly fallen, portions of interior floors
wmissing, poor rcof with many missing shingles, c¢himneys fallan above the
roof, missing and broken doors and windows, fallen nlaster, etcs Firee
place mantles, stair newel posts and balusters are missing. One mentle,
however, was found stored in another fort building, messured and photo-
grapheds Although 01d Bedlsm is in poor condition The structural frame-
work is relatively sound, and few studs, joists or rafters would have to
be replaced if restored.

Alterations which have been made include removal of the original twoe
story wings to the rear of the building, connecting two. story porch between -
these wings, and exterior stairwgys to the front and rear norches. Old :
dreswines and phobographs show these wings and stairways. Fortions of the
old foundation under the wings remain. From old photographs tsken in 1876 @ -
and 1877 it apoears the wings were removed about thet time. Oither chanpes
include addition of a four room wing on the resr - one sbtory in heidht,
some changes affecting the interior stairways, removal of psrtition divide-
ing the first story and second story porches at the cenbter, and briecking
up the fireplace openings. The dates of these chenses were not determined.

WUMBER OF STORINS
Two

MATBRRIALS OF CONSTRUCTION
Foundation (Main buliding) - sandstone

Freme {Main building) -~ brsced frame construction, joints wortised and
tennoned - sills 10 in., cormer posts and door and window jambs
4 in., by 4 in., second and third story sills 4 in. by € in., joists
2% in. by 10 in., porch floor joists 2 in. and 3 in. by 6 in., main
roof rafters tupered 3 in. by 6 ine. to 3 ine by 9 ine, porch rafters
3 ine by 4 in. All exterior wells are filled with red sof% bruned
hriek or adobe except gable ends in attice.

Siding (Main building) - end elevstions 3/8 in, by 7% in. (not beveled)
1aid 6% ine o 7 in. to weather, front snd rear elevations 3/8 ine by
5% in. laid approximately 4=3/4 ia. to weather - all siding nailed
directly to studse



Exterior walls {Rear wing) - gravel and lims mix {limestone quarried
and burad by soldiers near Guernsey, Wyoming), with 2 in. by ¢ in.
uprichts used in forming walls left in place, and on interior faces - g
used for nailing lathe Exterior face of walls plastered with 3/4 _
in. to 1 ins thick lime sand plaster. ' '

Floors (¥ain building) - rendom width, tongued and grooved boards.
{Rear wing) = 1 in. by 6 in. tongued snd srooved. (Hote - see pages
at enc)l of report for face widbhs and accompenying chart for dlrectlon
layed) e

Wood used in construction - the woods used in construciion belong o
the white pine and yellow pine group. The attached copy of lebtber
from the Forest Service, Forest Produets Leboratory, gives further
information relstive to pieces of wood from 0ld Bedlam which were
subpi tbed for idemtification,.

Herdware = 211 door locks end cupboard hardwere has been removed with - j
exception of one door latch in the rear winge. A few deor and shutier
hinges snd shutter latches remsain.

Nalls = cut nails are used throughout for nallzng siding, fleoring
shingles, et ceiera, gauges as follows: 304, 204, 10d, 8d snd 4d.

Painting (BExterior) - undercoat = white, overcost - maroon, shutters =
greens ‘

Painting (Interior) - all interior walls, eeilings, woodwork and part
of floors have been painted as follows:

Hall I, 1st and 2nd floors - walls and ceilinss painted light blue;
doors, window trim, ete., dark browni stair treads snd risers
varnished walnut.

Hall IT, 1st floor - rear part up to closet under stsir, light grey
walls end ceiling; front part Pink wells snd celling; with walnscob
of maroon, color 3 ft. 8 ine high on outside wall from front door.
to stair and rumnning up stair 3 ft. 1 in., measured perpendiculsr
from top of stringer. Walnscot on inside well 3 ft. 8 in., above
floor bhetwesn doors to Room VI and Room IV. Tainscot 5 fte 113 ine
high sbove floor from door to Room IV to front doore Doors, window
frames, trim, ot ceters painted maroon. Floor horder 12 ine wide of
Dark red.

Hall TI, 2nd floor - wainscot, from first floor conbinues up the
stairs as noted and extends back from the face of the top riser

5 fte 3 in., heighth 2 I't, 7% in. above flocr. Walls sud ceiling
naintad pink over grey undercoate Border around floor 12 in wide
of Dark bluish red eolor. Deors, windows, trim, etc., painted
marooia

Room IV -~ %alls lavender, celling grey, with marcon cirgle in cenber
3 £t 10% in. in diameter., The grey of ceiling extends down walls
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1/2 ine, then 15 in. stripe of maroon, then 3/4 in levender same as
walls, then 3/16 in meroom stripee Tloor has 2 ft. dark red border
arcund room. Doors, windows, trim, et cetera maroon.

Room V - Light blue walls & ceiling, blue-green border sbove base.
board 7 ine. high, border down from ceiling on walls 7 in. wide, and
bhorder each way from room corners 5 in, wide. DBorder around room
on floor 4 fHe 3 in. wide painted dark rede. Doore, windows, trim,
et cetera dark brown. '

Room VI = Walls and celd Ving grey. UDoors, windows, trim, et cetera
MaYOoLle '

Foom VII, VIII, 7X, X -« Walls powder blue over pink undercoat. Doors,
windows, trim et cefbers Battleship greye

Room XI - Doors, windows, trim, et ceteras dark browm.

Room XII - Derk blue border around floor 2 ft. 8 in. wides Doors,
windows, trim,; et cetera maroomn.

Room XITI - Doors, windous, trim, et celsra, dark hrowm.

Boom XIV = Wells and c¢eiling greys Doors, windows, trim, et cetera,
marooie
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Floor boards exe tounged and grooved boards, random m&&m. :
Vace widtha of boards are ss follows: Beginning ns noted and mé-v
ing in direotion of arrow as shown on aneempmzying ehart. page- ? '

11 I - 1st Floor, Beginning at face ef plastgr - 5‘! 1'- ,

0 5/8%, 17-8 3/8", 27-8 3/4%, £'-B 3/4", 312 3/Ev, 3.y 1/4v, g
1 1/8%, 418", 5'-2.* Hr=g a/a*. 8*-3", §'-3 /4", T-3 5 5'*, #*-s '
8 1/4", 8'~4 1;'2“ 810 /8%, 9'-6 3/3* 1070 v/a* 10°-6 1/2%;
110 1/3* 118 1/4'* 12%-0", 12'w4 5/4' 18%-g", 13- 1/4%,
13*-7 v/a-, i4'-1 3/8%, 14'-6 1/4" 15°-0 1/8*' 16-4 3/47, 15'~
10 1/8", 16°-3 8/8%, 16'-8 5/6%, 17'-2 1/4", 17%-8 1/8", 18'-1 1/4",
186 1/~1slr 18?10 1/4" 19'.8 3/4*, 19°-7 a/en 200 s/a* 20"~
5 7/8", 80°-11", 21'-3 1/3* 21°-10 §/6%, 28'-3 5/8", 22'-9 1/4,

23 -2 3/&* 25029 s/an, 24t 1/2" 248", £6'-1 1[2* 25110, 26
A", Z6'eB7, 7Teln, 2705 B3/47, 2P ~11 1/4%, 28*-4 1!‘“. 2349 lfz*.
2991 1/:5*»v 295 1/3* 29t 9 1/4* 80'-1 3/&* B0*-8%, 3010 1/8%
31'-2 B/4%, BL'-8%, 381.0 1/4", 328", B2'-10 1/47, ss'-sg-
v, 33'-11 B/4", (347<2 1/4" to tnmahols}, E&'-s aﬁs’* m o1d
thmaholﬁ) Imf—mﬂ wtai&q of eill), IR

| , ¥1gor, From fude af mamm -1 1fi" ?.-1/‘ "
/8%, 7/8%, RT-2 B/an, -9 sfsw, 3'~4 1/2", Br-11 L
47 1}3* BB, BY-L0 5/8%, 678 3/47, -1 1/4", 798 B/t
3 1/8%, afw.u &/a* 2 3 i{aw 108 1/3* 107-10", 11757, 1
0 1/2°, 12746 3/ "y 18ve1 1}’3* 130497, 14v-8 /4", 140-9 2/
8 1/4" 16% .11 1/2%, 16'-6 sj-z* 17*-1* 17067, 17%:9 B/4", 18Ya3
18'-8 1/4* 1990 1!@ 1er=7 3/8* 201-5", 21*-9« 817 s/s* :

0 1/4", 28%-5 1/8", %v«sﬂ. 232-8 1/4" 24 -1 1/4", B4 <6 J/8",

1 1/4%, 25°'-8%, 2671 B/4, 267-6 1/3", 2710 1/2%, 27-8 1/av, aa'-
3=, 25'-11 1};* 293 3/4" 29%-8 1, z" 30'-4 1‘/4's 80*-9 5/4" 81%-
0 3/4", 51'-7 _1/?2*.133' -1", 88°-7 3/4%, 33'-0 1/47, 3B'-4 1/2!' 33%.
g 1/2". (34'~0 1/2'to thrashold), s

Hall XTI - 1st Flogr. From outside line of mw;a.e" sill. 5 1/e,
10-07, 1°-8%, Bi.gf, BTol0 3/¢", 3'-4", 39.9 3/4", 4'-4 3/47, 5'-2",
6'-5%, &'~9 1/8", 7°-27, 7'-107, 8'-5 1/2%, 9'-17, 10%-1 lfé‘:'i xa'-s",
C1lv-2 x/av, 11*-10 3737, 12%-6%, 13'-1 1/, 1309 1/4%, 14745 3fen,
15°-1 144", 167-8 1/8%, 160~3%, L6v-9 3f4", 17'-3 g/4®, 17'-11 1/a",
18t -6 1/2%, 197-2 5f4=' 19'-10 1}2* 201 .67, 20711 3!4* ‘Bli-gr, 2R~
1 s/4v, set-g )/av, 23'-1 1/2%, B3'-7 H/8n, "24t-1 7/8%, 24'<8 sfaﬂ
250-2 5/5*' P51~ T/6%, 26'-6", 29.1 1/2v, 26'-1v, BE@Y-g", 29'-0 1/zw,
. B9'-T 1/47, 29'-11 5/4", ao*-a”_, 30t-11 1/4“ 313 1747, B11-8 1/en,
380-1 1/3“, 3ot.T, BBT1IT, 33'-5 3/8%, 33*-1iv, 34’-4", {34'-8 1/4" '
to threshold). :
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Hall II ~ 204 Ploor. From face of baseboerd, O™, 10 3/4v, 1'-
1 3/4%, 17137, B0 ad 1727, 3'07, 37.4 1747, Bro10v, 4t-l 1/3%, 4'-
5 3/4%, 4'<10 3/4™, B'=4 1/3" ﬁ'-s 3/4%, B'=0 1/4%, 6'-% 1/8%, 7'.0%,
Yo 1/2w. 7r.g", 3!_1« 8'-6" at,nn g3 1/3-: gr.gv, 10'-8v, 11'-
4, 11'-9 1/a", 1zv-a~ 18'-9 1/4* 13021 3/4", 13'-6* 13'-10 1/8",
141-2 1/4~, 14'-9~, 15021 1/8%, 15'-5 S/a", 15'-9 5/4" 16t-5", 16'w
9 7/8", 17'-4 7/8%, 17'-11 1/2". 16%=4 1/zﬂ 187 -8 1/2* 1903 Sjb-
19'-7 7/8%, 20°-0 1/a= 20'-4 7/8%, 20'.9 5/3* 21'-2 5/4" 21¥ige,
£8'-8 1/4%, 32+-7 1/4%, 23'-2 1/2", 23t.7v, 2311 B/an, 245 l/z*
25'-0 3/8%, 26'-b 3/4", B5'-10 7/8%, 26'~4 1/4™, 26°-10 1/4", 27'-

5 3/8%, 277-9 1/2%, 28'.3%, 29*-1 3/4", 296", 29'-10 1/2%, 30'.8 1/3",

30*-6 1/2", 31'-0 1/2", 31'-9 1/4%, 32'-1 3/4", 32'.6 3/4%, 33'-0
33'-8 1/4", %8*-10 1/2". (347-1 3/k" to thresnold), L

Room IIY, TFrom face of brick on fire place. 3 1/2%, 8 5/87, 1%

s ITT 1747, B1<0 3/4", 5°=6 3/4", 2'-11 1/2%, B'eid 1/8” 3'=9 3/4*
4*~a 3/a", 4°-8 3/4", 3v-2 374w, 318 sfar, g1 /a7, 6'-6 1/a7,
11 1/2%, 7re4 3/8", T'-9 S/8%, 8'-3 1/4", 8'-8 1/4", 9'-1 S5/87, sv-vn
10%-1 1/3". 1076 sﬁa" 10'-11" 117-3 3/4", 11'.9 1/4w 12'<3 1/4",
12'-8 1/2%, 13'-2", 13'-6 1/27, 14'~0", 14'-5 1/4", 140510 1/2%, 15'-
3 3/4n, 15%-8 1/4", 16'-1 7/8%, 16'~7 1/4" {1&'-10 7/8" to tuxesapla).
{37*-5 5/8" t0 far side of thmahald).

Roome VI and IV, From face of basebosrd. & 1/4%, 1'-1 3/4%,
1110 3747, 2¥ea%, 2'-11 3/4%, 377 /4%, 4'-4 1/8%, 60 1/4", B'e
7 1/2", 6'=2 1/3", &'-8 5/8", 7*-4 174", 7'-1) 1/4", 87-6 4”, 9t-
0 1/2", #*-b 3/4%, $'-10 H/8", L0'-5 1/8%, 11'=0", 11'~5 3/4", 11’
10 5/8", 12'=H 3/%” 1371 x/a&u 13 -8 1747, 14'-4 1/47, 15'-0 3/4",
16'-8 1/4* 16%~4 s/a* 1671 1/4* 17'-4", 17'-9 3/8", 168°.3 1/4",
15811 5/4' 19'-5 1/3*, 20t.8", 208 1/4« Zlres, 2119 /4", BBV
6 1/8", 25%.8 1/2%, 23*-10 3/4%, 24'-5 1/4", 25'-0 1/3- 257 af@ﬂ
B6T-4", 26'-11l 1/4%, 27'-61/8*, 28'-1®, 28‘-8 a/er, 29%-3 3/6", 29'-
9 1/8%, 30t.g", 31°-2 1/2%, 31'-19" 58% -5 3/4n, 33t-1 3/4", ‘53t -
8 1/2%, {34'-2 1/4" %o face of ban‘bmé. '

Roow V. From faee of plaster. b 1/2", 1'-1 1/a2%, 1'-10%, 2'-
B B/87, BToL 3/8", 319", 4'-2 1/4", 4'-@ 5/8%, 5'-4 1/4%, 6'-11%, €'~
aﬂ 2120 B/4n, 9129 B/4", B2 B/4%, 819 1/2%. 9137, 9'-10 5/4%, 10~
) 1079 7/8%, 1112 3/4, 1107 5/8%, 187~5", 12'=7 B/4%, 13'-0 5/4%,
jlst-s 7/8", 131-11 1/4%, 14'-4 1/4", 14'-10 1/4%, 15'-4", 15'-8 1}8*,
169-0 1747, 16%=97, 167211 3/4%. {17-0 1/e" to beseboard).

Rooms vIY spd ¥IIY. No floor in these rooms.

Rooms IX and X« 1 x 6 tounged and grooved boards, uniform widths,
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Hooms XYYY and XI - From free of baseboard. s 10 3./4:" 1=
4 1/2%,717=9 3/4", z"'"-zs 1/47, 2'-8 3/4", 3'-3 sj&*, 0=y 1}3* PN
1 1/4%, 4'=7 1727, 5*-0", 5'wq 1/8%, §5'=9 1/8%, 6'-2 L/4%, &'~
8 1/2n, 1.3 1/3". 908 1/4;- 8°-1%, 8'=6%, B7-11 1/4", 9'-7 1/4%,
10'-2 1/3* 10'-8 3/4", 11*=3 1/4", 11'-9 1/2* 125", 12t-11 1/8".
13'~5 1/8", 13'-11 5/4" 14'-8 J../B" 14'-11 5/s~ 168 /47, 16'-
11", 18'-5" (16'-9 1/8" to threshold, 17'-2" to far side of thres-
hola) 17'=7 3/4", 18¢-1 7/8", 18'-7", 18'=11 1/4", 19°-3 3/4", 19'~
11 1/4" 20t=3 v/sv 2010 s/a 21425 3/4®, 81'-11 3/4%, Zor.gv,
88'-11 5/4*' 2305 1/3* 24°-1 1/8“ £4%.8 1/3« 257 -2 1/2# L
$ 6/8", 26°-5", 3 boards missing. 28'-2 1/2", 28'-7 1/4%, 29*- '
0 1/2", 29'-5 1/2-. 29'-10 3/47, 307-4", sct-mﬂ 1t ~4 1{#, s LF8
11, 32'.5 1/2%, 33'-0 1/8®, 3307 3/ar {34'-1 1/8" to bamhoard).

come XIV and XIY - From fece of baaaboaré , 0 Yar, 1

3 1/2*?5,"'17"-3"'3"74",'z" =1 3/4n, 2r-7v, 3.0 1/68%, s'-s 1/3* - Bra

10 3/4", 4'-4", 4°-9 1/8", 5'-2 1/8", 5% 3/5” 6°=0 J.fz" B0

B B/4%, 60-11", Tr-4n, 1.9 1/4", 872 S/47, 90-1 1/4%, $'-8 1/8%,
9'.10 1/2* - continve uniform width to - 17'-3 /2%, 17'-10 %M»’
18'-3 1/8", 18'=7 1/8", 19'-8 1/2", 19'-10 5/8", 20'-2 B/gw, " a*- :
9 7/8%, 21%-2 1/8%, B1'-8 5/8%, 220.8 1/8v, 2201.7 1/8", 23'.5 5/8%,
B3Y-7 3/4* 2412 1/2', 2407 1/4" 2512, 25'-6 B/8", 26'-11%,
2613 1/4", 26'=10%, 29'-2 1/4", 27'-6 1}2*, 27 =11r, 2BY-7n 28—
‘11 1/8*, 29'-85 1/2%, 29'-9 3/4", 30'.5", 30t-10 3/4" 31'-35. B1t-
7 3/8%, 32°-1 3/4", 32'-6", 38'-1) 3/4'-'- 33%.4 1/87, 830.8%, (34'w
2 1/4" %o threshola) ' ' :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - ﬁ§5
FOREST SERVICE H/Y
Forest Froducts Laboratory p Fbthj.f'
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Address reply to
TIEECTOR Madison, Wisconsin
and refer to

RPLE

July 27, 1939

¥Mrs Those Js Allen, Jr., Regionsl Director,
Region Two, Natlonal Park Service,
Ue Se Demsrbment of the Iaterior,
Omaha, Nebraska.

Dsar Sir;

Your letiter of July 20 and the nackage of wood samples from
0ld Bedlsm at Fort Laramie are recelved.

The lath and picket fence ars identified as wood of the white
pine zroup. Since the various speeles of the white pine group cennot
be distinguished by meens of the woed alons, we cannot positively :
determine the species, but since the shingles are a specles of yellow
nine and nob cedar it is very likely that all of the material was cut
from local speciess, The only species of the white pine group growing
in the vieinity of Fort Laramie is limber pine (Pinus flexilis) and
undoubtedly the lath and picket fence are of that species if the lumbsr
was obtained locally.

A1) other sawmples, including the shingles, belong to the yellow
nine pronps. Alfhough we cannob distinguish all species of the yellow
nine group by means of the wood alone, it is quite likely that the

semples are pondarcsa pine, sinee that is the prineipal species of
the vellow nine group growing in the vicinity of Fort Laramie.

It is interesting to note that the upstairs peorch flooring and the
inside flooring {(upstairs) were sawn hy hand, es is indicated by the
irvegular hut more or less stralght saw marks on the back of the
flooring, The upstairs inside flooring, the flcor eof the front porch,
the siding, lath, end shinrles were cudt with a cireular sawe. Tt is
not posgible to say how the window shubter and picket fence lumber was
ent since these pieces do not show saw merks distbinetly.

Very tmly vours,
CARLILE P. RINSLW, Director
By /s/ Arthur Koehler Acting,

oo Roelkwv Yountain Sta.




Addendum to HABS No., WY-1
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